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INTRODUCTION
1.1 INTRODUCTION
Tourism is one of the world’s fastest growing industries as major sources of foreign exchange earnings and employment for many developing countries. Tourism is travel for pleasure or business; also the theory and practise of tourism, the business of attracting, accommodation, entertaining tourists, and the business of operating tours. Tourism may be international, or within the travellers country. The World Tourism Organisation defines tourism more generally, in terms which go beyond the common perception of tourism as being limited to holiday activity only, as people travelling to and staying places outside their usual environment not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes.
Tourism is the activity of travel for predominantly recreational or leisure purposes, and also refers to the provision of services in support of this act. According Hunziker and Kraft, in 1941, defined tourism as the sum total of phenomena and relationship arising from travel and stay of non-residence, in so far as they do not lead permanent residence and are not connected with any earning activity.
Tourism represents the greatest mass migration in human history, and it is one of the most significant social, economic, and cultural phenomena of our times. Wars, military coups, political unrest, terrorist attacks, natural disasters, disease epidemics, and recessions all prove to be temporary setbacks as tourism continues to grow and extend its outreach to all parts of the globe and beyond, as civilian space travel enters its pioneering phase. And tourists keep on travelling; shrugging off criticisms levelled at them by serious travel writers and other anti-tourists, disregarding Hollywood’s ridicule and the postmodernist claim that tourism has become “ordinary” and offers little in the way of novel experiences.
Thirunelli Temple is the only temple in the world where the devotees can perform all the rituals related to one’s life, starting from birth to death and life after death.
It is one of the most ancient temples in Kerala. It is believed that here the prathishta of Lord Vishnu was performed by Lord Brahma. It is also known as ''Sahyamala Kshetram'' and ''Kashi of the South''.
Thirunelli Temple draws pilgrims from allover, primarily for ancestral rites. The rituals are performed on the banks of the stream Papanasini which flows down from Mount Brahmagiri. It is believed that this stream has divine power to dissolve sins of all the mortals. Another major attraction of the temple is the holy rock where people pray for their forefathers.
On the western side of the temple is the cave temple Gunnika, dedicated to Lord Shiva. Thus Thirunelli becomes blessed by the unique presence of all the members of the trinity.
The beautiful Brahmagiri hills and the surrounding lush green forests have made the temple premises a valley of tranquility. So everybody feels completely relaxed after sitting in the sanctum of the temple. The temple is an embodiment of ancient temple architecture. The aquaduct that brings water to the temple is also a witness to hundreds of years of history.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 
Pilgrimage tourism is the type of tourism that entirely or powerfully motivates tourists for the achievement of religious attitude and practices. One of the oldest types of visiting the attractions and a global experience in the olden times of spiritual growth, it can be differentiated into different forms. The temporary religious sightseeing is well-known by excursions to close by pilgrimage centers or religious conferences. The durable implies visits of quite a few days or weeks to nationwide and worldwide pilgrimage sites or conferences. This paper investigates the issues and challenges of pilgrimage tourism and also it’s civilizing significance in Thirunelli  Temple.There is only limited historic and archaeological information on the place, though it is beyond dispute, that Thirunelli was once an important town and pilgrim center in the middle of an inaccessible jungle valley surrounded by mountains on four sides . There exists records proof that Thirunelli at the time of Tamil Chera king Bhaskara Ravi Varma I (962–1019 CE) was an important town and pilgrim center in South India. In the dense jungles surrounding temple, the ruins of two ancient villages can be found. Noted historian V. R. Parameswaran Pillai in his book Thirunelli Documents states that this temple was once an integral part of the early recorded history of Kerala.
1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
· To study about the scope of developing pilgrimage tourism in Kerala
· To make a detailed study of Thirunelli Temple
· To study about the influence of pilgrimage tourism among people
· To understand the importance of pilgrimage destinations in tourism sector
1.4 SCOPE AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
Pilgrims with pilgrimage tourism is one of the fastest growing tourism in the world. Not only has it become an important component of the Indian life style but it has had a profound impact on other peoples of the world and the environments in which they live. The Malabar Manuel, written by William Logan too has mentions on the place. While laying roads to the place, it is said that, people got coins which dated back to 9th and 10th centuries, indicating the importance of the place during the reign of Kulasekhara. All these facts show that Thirunelli was an important town and pilgrim centre in north Kerala for centuries.
1.5. METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
Methodology is the systematic, theoretical analysis of the methods applied to a field of study. It comprises the theoretical analysis of the body of methods and principles associated with a branch of knowledge. Typically, it encompasses concepts such as paradigram theoretical model phases and quantitative or qualitative techniques.
A methodology does not set out to provide solutions, it is not the something as a method, set of methods or so called, “the best practices” can be applied to specific case for example, to calculate a specific result. The proper objective setting of the study is ensuring a specific result. Taking this objective into consideration, the methodology comprises the source of data, selection sample size and methods, questionnaire construction of data. 
1.4.2 SOURCES OF DATA
Both primary and secondary sources of data were used together the data with regard to tourist and officials. Primary data include the method of gathering data with the help of questionnaire. Tourists and officials were administered the questionnaire at the study state. The secondary data pertaining to the eco-tourism and Thirunnelli Temple In addition many institutions, libraries, interpretation centres, were also visited to collect hard and soft copies of literature for getting an indebt knowledge and clear understanding on the research problem. Several research references, such as journals, books periodical web references and data basis were also reffered to understand the concepts, current trends, challenges, problems and development of tourism and aspects in relation with other key elements.
1.4.3 Selection of Sample size and sample method.
A convenient sampling method is adopted for the study. A total 50 tourist and travelers are interviewed with a structured questionnaire. Questionnaire distributed to the tourist and travelers in the site area to collect the visitor experience and suggestions for the better development of Thirunnelli Temple
The time period for the collection of data is schedule from November 2019 to February 2020. 
1.4.5 SAMPLE SIZE
For the present research work a total of 50 samples have been collected from the tourists of Thirunnelli Temple.  The data collected, filtered and finally determined for data analysis.
1.4.6 QUESTIONNAIRE CONSTRUCTION.
Questionnaire is considered a research instrument used to capture the best data from the field after the preliminary field works. Survey and review of literature. A well-structured questionnaire was prepared.
The questionnaire was designed for the tourists of Thirunnelli Temple
1. DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
After the primary data is collected the data is coded and filtered and finally the 50 questionnaires from the tourist have been finally retained for data anlaysis. The selected data is coded and feuded in Microsoft Excel software and analyzed to get the output. Simple percentage method is used to get the output. And this data are to be converted into the graphs and diagrams. 
1.8 ORGANIZATION OF CHAPTERS.
The project report  layout has been outlined as below:
Chapter 1
Deals with the introduction of the study. The introduction chapter starts with a brief introduction about the topic. This chapter also included major objectives, significance and scope of the study in a systematic manner. The chapter also highlights the sources of data collection method, sampling method, sample size, questionnaire design, pilot study and use of statistical tools.
Chapter 2
The second chapter contains review of literature. This chapter deals with the scholarly articles related with the project topic. 
Chapter 3 
This chapter begins with the introduction of the cultural tourism The major part of this chapter deals about Thirunnelli Temple
Chapter 4
This chapter presents the anlaysis of Primary Data collected from the visitors of Thirunnelli Temple. It presents the output of the primary data in different tables relevant to the study. This chapter presents interpretations consists of data analysis of visitor respondents. 

Chapter – 5
This is the final chapter which highlights various findings of the study in a systematic manner and the chapter also suggests some important improvement of preservation of the Thirunnelli Temple
1.9 LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY
· This study depends only on secondary data
· Lack of information relate with this topic
· Research period is very less.
· The major limitations of primary data are that the researcher cannot be sure whether the information received is relevant, accurate, current and unbiased. 













CHAPTER – 2
REVIEW OF LITERATURE
2.1 REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
The literature review that followed in this section is broadly aimed to study within the extent theoretical framework of pilgrimage tourism. The review of literature provides new insight to the research leading to a clear understanding of the subject.
Today, tourism has recognized the world over as a special economic Endeavour that showers the global society with better chances of understanding one another, a tool for enhancing economic values as avenue through which the menace of unemployment and incessant rural urban migration could be addressed. In the middle and high income counties, Tourism supports a diversified share of domestic expenditures through transportation-related costs, roadside services, entertainment, national park visitors, and the like international tourism, on the other hand, generates new income and growing importance in developing countries Oruonye and Abu Bakkr.
   In 1981 International Association of Scientific Experts in tourism defined “tourism in terms of particular activities selected by choice and undertaken outside the home environment”. The term tourism and travel are sometimes used interchangeably. In this context travel has similar definition to tourism, but implies a more purposeful journey. The term tourism and tourist are sometimes used pejoratively to imply a shallow interest in the cultures or locations visited by tourist.
               One of the earliest definitions of tourism was provided by Austrian economist Hermann von schullart in 1910,defined as, “sum total of operators, mainly of an economic nature, wish directly related to the entry, stay and movement of foreigners inside and outside certain country, city in a region.”      
              Tourism is vital to the well being of many countries, because of the income generated by the consumption of goods and services by tourists, the taxes levied on businesses in the tourism industry and the opportunity for employment and economic advancement by working in the industry. Intrabound tourism is a new academic terminology coined by the Korea Tourism Organization and widely accepted in Korea. Intrabound tourism differ from domestic tourism in that the former is more concerned with making  and implementation of national tourism policies in consideration of the tourism ecosystem consisting of inbound, outbound and intrabound tourism.
          As a service industry, tourism has a numerous tangible and intangible elements. Major tangible elements include transportation, accommodation, and other components of a hospitality industry. Major intangible element related to the purpose or motivation for becoming a tourist, such as rest, relaxation, the opportunity to meet new people and experience other cultures, or simply to do something different and have an adventure.
Hernández-Ávila, 1996), this research designs pilgrimage tourist as someone who visits a specific place out of the usual environment, with the intention of  pilgrimage  -  meaning  and/or  growth,  without  any  overt religious compulsion, which could be religious or non-religious in nature, but within the divine context, regardless of the main reason for travelling. In tourism marketing, almost all  authors agree  that  pilgrimage  tourists  play  the  most  significant  role; hence, marketers always try to learn the attitude and behavior of pilgrimage tourists to effectively design and offer their tourism packages
N. Kreiner and N. Kliot (2000) in their article titled, “Pilgrimage Tourism in the Holy Land: The Behavioural Characteristics of Christian Pilgrims” have viewed that there is a significant difference between pilgrims’ and tourists’ behaviour towards any religious site in spite of the fact that both had three common elements like discretionary income, leisure time and social sanctions. The study also highlighted certain parameters like age, socio-economic status and nationality which are very important for the purpose of studying tourists’ and pilgrims’ behaviour. It reveals that the persons who belonged to low social-economic group come under the category of pilgrims and those who belonged to high socio-economic group to perceive themselves as tourists. The study has concluded that although various differences are there between tourists and pilgrims, it is very difficult to present those differences.
R.Mishra (2000) in his thesis entitled “Pilgrimage Tourism - A Case Study of Brajmandal” has stated that with the increased mobility of urban class, more and more people are undertaking weekend trips. The study has also highlighted the main problems regarding poor infrastructure and facilities such as accommodation, quality food, shopping areas, public convenience, and communication and cheating and misguiding etc, faced by. The author has suggested both operational measures like restructuring tourism in accordance with laws, need for systematic approach in managing tourism development, interacting with tourists in a healthy manner and supportive role of non-governmental organizations and operative measures like strategy for tourism development, creation of a Development Board and creation for the region on the line of Vatican City to increase the tempo of pilgrimage tourism.
D. Bar and K.Hattab (2003) in their study on “A New Kind of Pilgrimage: The Modern Tourist Pilgrim of Nineteenth-Century and Early Twentieth-Century Palestine” have stated that tourism and pilgrimage tourism stand at opposite ends of a continuum with wide range of journey within these two ends. They have highlighted five factors of motives, duration, religious affiliation, social background, travelers‟ reaction and services used by tourists which are differentiated pilgrims from tourists. The authors have revealed that the main reason behind modern tourists‟ travelling is cultural curiosity, education and desire to enrich themselves with various knowledge and experience. Despite this, they have found that pilgrims prefer to visit holy sites only during religious festivals. 
Romila Chawla (2003) in her book entitled, “Tourism in the 21st Century” has emphasized on the important features of the tourism industry, its contribution to the national integration and creation of harmonious social and cultural environment and also suggests the promotion of arts, crafts and culture to bring about prosperity and sustainable development. She has listed the essential aspects and challenges of tourism in the twenty first century.



CHAPTER – 3
PROFILE OF THE STUDY 
3.1 TOURISM
Tourism is a major phenomenon of the modern society and has emerged as an economic activity of immense global importance. It has found a niche for itself as an effective mechanism for generating employment, earnings of revenue and foreign exchange, enhancing environment, preserving culture and traditions there by facilitating overall development. Tourism is an ancient habit among human beings who wanted to know about places, culture, food etc. This habit is growing all over the world because of exposure to media and because of easy and comfortable mode of travel.
Love of history, adventures, religion or just the quest for knowing the unknown etc. are the driving forces behind tourism all over the world. Now a days, it is a common phenomenon in all countries, that people travel from one place to another when time and budget permits first, within one’s own country, then to neighboring  countries and then to the far away countries. Tourism denotes the temporary and short movement of people to destinations outside the place where they normally live and work. It is often described as a fastest growing and the second largest industry of the world, the first being oil industry
‘Tourism is a collection of activities and service and industries that delivers a travel experience, including transportation, accommodations, eating and drinking establishments, retail shops, entertainment business activity and other hospitality services provided for individuals or groups travelling away from home’. Now the officially accepted definition of tourism by WTO is that “tourism comprises the activities of person travelling to and stay in places outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for leisure, business and other purposes”.
Tourism benefits not only for the tourists. If benefits the whole economy. Tourism opportunities are very vast. A country having more attractions, hill stations, historical mountains are very attractive for tourists. Tourism benefits the economy. Tourism enhancing the social and economic value of that nation. Tourism is one of the fastest growing sector and it brings foreign exchange earnings and also create more and more employment opportunity jobs create directly in tourism and industry in other sectors.
Components of tourism
	Tourism comprises the activities of person travelling to staying in place outside their usual environment for not more than one consecutive year for the purpose for leisure, business and other purpose. Three basic components of tourism are;
1.Accessibility 
Accessibility is the key factor for tourism development. Without accessibility we cannot reach a destination. This includes railway, air, sea and road transport. Accessibility mean reaching to the place of destination through various mean of transport. Transportation should be regular, comfortable, economical and safe. Today there are various mean of transportation like railways, roadways, waterways and surface transport. Transportation should be there for all kinds of tourists and destinations.
2. Accommodation
It is a place where tourists can find food and shelter provider he or she is in a fit position to pay for it. There are various types of accommodation from a seven star hotel to a normal budget hotel.
3. Attraction
It is the most important thing that attracts people to travel. It includes both manmade and nature attraction. Attractions mean anything that creates a desire in person to travel in a specific tourist destination. Fashion is a factor in the demand for tourist attractions and amenities. The tourist who visits a particular place for its natural beauty may decide to visit some other attraction due to the change in fashion. Amenities are extra facilities and services that required to the tourist while travelling. These are facilities complement to attraction.
Types of Tourism 
Every person in this world has his own likes and dislikes. Human thinking varies from person to person. People in this world have a reason to travel. Some travel for business purpose, some for medical purpose, some travel for visit in the holy places, some travel to see the natural beauty. Following are the main type of travel and tourism,
1. Archeological tourism
It is an alternative form of cultural tourism. This aims to promote the passion of historical archeology and the conservation of historical sites. This promotes to encourage the development of cultural associations, companies and corporations. This includes all products associated with public archeological promotion. Visit to archeological sites, museums and rediscovery of native products, festivals and theater.
2. Cultural tourism
It is a branch of tourism oriented towards the cultural heritage of the location where tourism is occurring. Culture is one of the major objective of tourism. Cultural attraction plays on important place in tourism. The overall purpose is to gain appreciation of the part.
3. Pilgrim tourism
Pilgrim tourism is a long journey or search of great moral significance. It is a journey to a sacred place or shine. Religious members participated in pilgrimage. A person makes such a journey is called pilgrims.

4. Adventure tourism
A type of tourism involves exploration or travel to remote places is called adventure tourism, where the traveler expects the unexpected. Men takes steps outside their comfort zone, involves physical activities. It involves some degree of risk.
5. Agricultural tourism
Agricultural tourism is tourism on farms. There farms open to the public. There includes pick fruits and vegetables, ride horses, handicraft gifts etc. these farmer open to the public. Tourists can also see the live ducks, goats, sheep, cow etc. these farms are called ‘entertainment farms’.
6. Atomic tourism
This is a relatively new style of tourism. This means travel to significant sites of atomic history and site of atomic explosion and also to see atomic plants, vehicles, missiles and rockets.
7. Book store tourism
It is a type of cultural tourism. Here book stores are the group travel destination. Tour to book shops. There were large book store chains, book signing, author home visit and historical sites.
8. Disaster tourism
Act of travelling to a disaster area is a matter curiosity. It becomes a nuisance it hinders rescue, relief and recovery.
9. Drug tourism
Travel for the purpose of obtaining or using drug for personal use that are illegal in one’s home jurisdiction. Crossing national boarders to obtain drugs that are not sold in one’s home country. Travelling to another country for the use of narcotics, drugs alcohol or tobacco. Drug tourism is popular among youngsters in USA.
10. Excursions
Excursion are trips by group of people, usually made for leisure or educational purpose. Short excursion for education or for observations of national phenomena are called trips. Excursion are part of extra curricula activities in educational institution.
11. Garden tourism
Garden tourism means visit to botanical gardens. Example Kashmir valley.
12. Medical tourism
Medical tourism is also called health tourism. These includes complex specialized surgeries, that leads to high cost of medical care, long waiting time, improvement in technology etc. Tourist can come anywhere in the world.
13. Space tourism
Space tourism is a recent phenomenon. Paying for flights in to space. This is limited and very expensive. The curvature of earth seen from orbit provides one of the main attractions for tourists paying to go in to space. Only Russian space agency provides transport to space. Space tourism is very thrilling and looking at earth from space is a unique experience
14. Eco tourism
It means sustainable tourism. This is for protecting nature and conserving natural resources.
15. Water tourism 
Water tourism means travelling by boats while in holidays. Travelling from luxury ports is an example of water tourism. Netherland is famous for water tourism.
16. Wild life tourism
Wild life tourism means watching wild life’s in their natural surroundings. This is eco- friendly and animal friendly tourism. Jungle safari, wild life parks etc. are example of wild life tourism.
17. Wine tourism
Wine tourism 	includes tasting wines, consumption and purchasing of wines near the sources. This means visiting places offer unique vintage. Organized wine tours, wine festivals and special events are the example of wine tourism.
18. Beach tourism
This tourism involves tourist products located along coastal environments. They often offers the finest place for the tourist to experience. It is also known as coastal tourism.
19. Business tourism
Though tourist travel for business, they link business and pleasure. In order to attract more such people modern facilities are provided for business meeting, fairs, exhibitions, seminars, technical conferences and conventions. This type of tourism has become very popular. 






3.2 TOURISM IN KERALA
Kerala, a state situated on the tropical Malabar Coast of southwestern India, is one of the most popular tourist destinations in the country. Named as one of the ten paradises of the world by National Geographic Traveler,[1] Kerala is famous especially for its ecotourism initiatives and beautiful backwaters.[2] Its unique culture and traditions, coupled with its varied demography, have made Kerala one of the most popular tourist destinations in the world. Growing at a rate of 13.31%, the tourism industry is a major contributor to the state's economy.[3]
Until the early 1980s, Kerala was a relatively unknown destination, with most tourism circuits concentrated around the north of the country. Aggressive marketing campaigns launched by the Kerala Tourism Development Corporation—the government agency that oversees tourism prospects of the state—laid the foundation for the growth of the tourism industry. In the decades that followed, Kerala Tourism was able to transform itself into one of the niche holiday destinations in India. The tag line Kerala – God's Own Country was adopted in its tourism promotions and became a global superbrand. Kerala is regarded as one of the destinations with the highest brand recall. In 2010, Kerala attracted 660,000 foreign tourist arrivals.
Kerala is an established destination for both domestic as well as foreign tourists. Kerala is well known for its beaches, backwaters in Alappuzha and Kollam, mountain ranges and wildlife sanctuaries. Other popular attractions in the state include the beaches at Kovalam, Kappad, Cherai and Varkala; backwater tourism and lake resorts around Ashtamudi Lake, Kollam; hill stations and resorts at Munnar, Wayanad, Nelliampathi, Vagamon and Ponmudi; and national parks and wildlife sanctuaries at Periyar, Parambikulam and Eravikulam National Park. The "backwaters" region—an extensive network of interlocking rivers, lakes, and canals that centre on Ashtamudi Lake, Kollam, also see heavy tourist traffic. Heritage sites, such as the Padmanabhapuram Palace, Hill Palace, and Mattancherry Palace, are also visited. The city of Trivandrum ranks first in the total number of international and domestic tourists in Kerala. To further promote tourism in Kerala, the Grand Kerala Shopping Festival was started by the Government of Kerala in 2007. Since then it has been held every year during the December–January period.
The state's tourism agenda promotes ecologically sustained tourism, which focuses on the local culture, wilderness adventures, volunteering and personal growth of the local population. Efforts are taken to minimise the adverse effects of traditional tourism on the natural environment, and enhance the cultural integrity of local people
DESTINATION PROFILE : THIRUNELLI TEMPLE 
TOURISM SCENARIO IN WAYANAD
Tourism is fast growing sector in Wayanad. Accordingly, the Government of Kerala has declared Wayanad as a Tourism District. The scenic beauty, exotic landscape and rich heritage of Wayanad offer several opportunities for tourism promotion more vigorously. Wayanad's wildlife, plantations, and cuisine further enrich the tourism potential. The district is best known among nature lovers who search for adventure and novel experiences.
Wayanad is a multi-faceted destination with immense potential for Rural tourism (villages, people, agriculture, ethnic manifestations in rural areas), Heritage tourism (Edakkal caves, Pazhassi memorial, Jain temples, Heritage museum), Leisure tourism (Pookot lake, soochippara waterfall, Meenmutty waterfall, Lakkidighat pass), Island tourism (Kuruva islands), Adventure tourism (Meenmutty waterfalls, Chembra peak, Pakshipatalam), Hydel tourism (Banasurasagar dam), Pilgrim tourism (Tirunelly temple, Sita Devi Temple, Valliyurkavu Temple, Pallikkunnu Church, VarambettaMosque, Jain temples),Wildlife tourism (Muthanga wildlife sanctuary, Tholpetty wild life sanctuary), Tribal tourism (tribal communities, their life style, culture, rituals, language, costumes, food habits, festivals, art forms), Plantation tourism (plantations of coffee, tea, cardamom, pepper and rubber), Spice tourism (cardamom & pepper), Health tourism (herbals, Ayurvedic treatment centers), Festival tourism (tribal festivals, religious and regional festivals), Shopping tourism (Spices, handicrafts, honey, herbals), and Ecotourism (Tholpetty, Muthanga, Kuruva Islands). Wayanad has attractions for special interest tourists seeking nature, jungle walk and indigenous culture. In simple, Wayanad has in its tourism product basket everything for tourists.
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INTRODUCTION 
Thirunelli Temple  is an ancient temple dedicated to Lord Maha Vishnu on the side of Brahmagiri hill in Kerala, near the border with Karnataka state. The temple is at an altitude of about 900m in north Wayanad in a valley surrounded by mountains and beautiful forests. It is 32 km away from Manathavady. Thirunelli is a unique place where one would experience communion of nature with the divine forces. Thus it becomes an ideal spot for pilgrimage as well as an idyllic location for enjoying the nature’s bounties. Sunrise on the Brahamagiri at the back drop of Thirunelli temple is an enthralling sight. Papanasini, Pinnappara, Panchatheertham and Gunnika Temple are the other places of importance for the pilgrims who come with ardour and devotion.Temple is the only temple in the world where the devotees can perform all the rituals related to one’s life, starting from birth to death and life after death.

It is one of the most ancient temples in Kerala. It is believed that here the prathishta of Lord Vishnu was performed by Lord Brahma. It is also known as ''Sahyamala Kshetram'' and ''Kashi of the South''.
Thirunelli Temple draws pilgrims from allover, primarily for ancestral rites. The rituals are performed on the banks of the stream Papanasini which flows down from Mount Brahmagiri. It is believed that this stream has divine power to dissolve sins of all the mortals. Another major attraction of the temple is the holy rock where people pray for their forefathers.
On the western side of the temple is the cave temple Gunnika, dedicated to Lord Shiva. Thus Thirunelli becomes blessed by the unique presence of all the members of the trinity.
The beautiful Brahmagiri hills and the surrounding lush green forests have made the temple premises a valley of tranquility. So everybody feels completely relaxed after sitting in the sanctum of the temple. The temple is an embodiment of ancient temple architecture. The aquaduct that brings water to the temple is also a witness to hundreds of years of history.
The name Thirunelli derives from nelli, the Malayalam word for Indian gooseberry of the Amla tree. According to mythology, once Lord Brahma traversing the world on his hamsa saw an idol of Lord Vishnu set in an Amla tree. With the help of the Devas, Brahma installed the idol here and called it Sahyamalak Kshetra. Thirunelli Temple is also referred to as Amalaka temple and Sidha temple. People believe that Lord Brahma worships Perumal in the temple on the wee hours every day, hence the head priest of the temple leaves a fresh quantity of worshiping materials required for puja in the temple before closing the temple at night.
This 3000 years old temple is a fine specimen of classical Kerala temple architecture. Around 30 granite columns and granite paved floor makes the temple an architectural wonder. The inner sanctorum is surrounded by a tile roofed structure and there is an open courtyard around the sanctorum. Along the outer wall of the temple is a cloister made of granite pillars cut in cubical style. This part of the temple architecture is slightly unusual for a Kerala temple. The main deity idol of the temple is in the form of Chathurbhuja. Lord Ganapathi, Hanuman, Lord Shiva, Bhadrakali are also worshipped at this temple.

Thirunelli Temple draws pilgrims from all over, primarily for ancestral rites. The rituals in this temple are performed on the banks of stream Papanasini, which originates from the Brahmagiri hills. It is believed that River Ganga and River Saraswathi join in Papanasini. A ritual dip in Papanasini is believed to wash one away, of all worldly sins committed in a life time. If we immerse the ashes of the dead in Papanasini, it is equivalent to that of doing Karmas in Gaya. It is believed that Parasurama also visited Thirunelli and performed last rites of his father sage Jamadagni. He also took immersion in the Papanasini to wipe away sins committed in killing Kshatriyas.
At Papanasini there is a sacred rock called Pinnappara where ritual offerings to the spirits of the departed are made (known as Bali). It is almost 800 m away from the temple, on its western side. Pancha theertham is the temple pond seen on the temple premises. There is a boulder with the image of a footprint in the middle of the pond and it is called Vishnupada. On the western side of the temple is the cave temple Gunnika, dedicated to Lord Shiva. Thus Thirunelli becomes blessed by the unique presence of all the members of the trinity.

A two day festival celebrated on April 13th and 14th every year. Buses are available from Mananthavady.
PAPANASINI
It is a wild stream that originates from the Brahmagiri Hills which later joins River Kalindi. It is almost 400 mtrs away from the temple, on itswestern side. Literally it means, extinguisher of sins. It is believed that River Ganga and River Saraswathi join in Papanasini. Therefore Papanasini is called the Southern Kashi. A ritual dip in Papanasini is believed to wash one away, of all worldly sins committed in a life time. If we immerse the ashes of the dead in Papanasini, it is equivalent to that of doing Karmas(Rituals ) in Gaya. At Papanasini there is a sacred rock called Pinnappara where ritual offerings to the spirits of the departed are made (known as bali). People believe that Parasurama, the famous incarnation of Lord Vishnu visited Thirunelli and performed last rites at the death of his father sage Jamadagni. 
He also took immersion in the Papanasini to wipe away sins committed owing to the annihilation of Kshatriyas. The ashes of Rajiv Gandhi was immersed in Papanasini in 1991. Papanasini (destroyer of sins) has an interesting story to reveal. When Brahma was consecrating Vishnu’s idol Garuda (the carrier of Vishnu) reached over the sky, above the installation venue with the Amrit Kumbha (pot of nectar). During Garuda’s circling over, a drop of Amrit fell on the stream, which provided purifying power to the water in the stream. After that incident the stream came to be called Papanasini. Papanasini later joins in River Kalindi which is a tributary of River Kabani which later joins in River Kaveri.
PINNAPPARA
This rock is supposed to be the bone of an asuran (demon) named Pazhana-bhedi, who was killed by Vishnu. At the time
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of his death he prayed to Vishnu that his body be converted into a rock extending from Thirunelli to Gaya and divided into three parts fit for the performance of offerings for the departed, at (1)Thiurnelli representing his foot, (2)Godavari representing the middle part, and (3)Gaya representing the head. Offerings at any of these three places are supposed to have special benefits in producing happiness and in the propitiation of the spirits. In Thirunelli ritual offerings to the spirits are made at Pinnappara, especially on the New Moon days of the Malayalam months Karkkidakom, Thulam and Kumbham.
It is believed that Sri Rama and his brother Lakshmana performed the ‘pithrukarma’ of their father King Dasaratha, standing on this rock.
Panchatheertham
The steps at the back of the temple actually leads to the tank Panchteertham. It is believed that Panchteertham, at one point of time was a meeting point of five rivers. Hence its sacred importance was immense. But today most of the water has dried up and the only remaining attraction is the footsteps of Vishnu, Vishnupad. It is the image of a footprint on a boulder in the middle of the tank. 

Gunnika Temple
As you walk from Thirunelly temple to Papanasini along the riverbank , somewhere midway on your left, a small bridge appears. Cross this to go to a cave temple called Gunnika temple dedicated to lord Siva. Legend is that a fruit ( again Nelli fruit ) plucked by a pilgrim was turned into a Phallus (Shiva linga), as he was finishing bath in the Papanashini.
TEMPLE HISTORY
The name Thirunelli derives from the word nelli, the Malayalam/Tamil equivalent for Indian gooseberry (Amla) tree. Once when Lord Brahma while traversing the world, saw an idol of Lord Vishnu resting on an amla tree in the valley and thus the place came to be named Thirunelli. In Padma Purana (written by Veda Vyasa) there is mention of a beautiful Vishnu temple located in the picturesque Sahya valley deep in the middle of the forest. Thirunelli temple is also referred to as Amalaka temple and Sidha temple.
History depicts Chera king Kulasekharan as the founder of this temple.
He lived between A.D 767 and A.D 834. After a brief reign, he relinquished the throne and started missionary work to propagate Vaishnava order. It was he who wrote the Sanskrit work Mukundamaala in which he earnestly prays to Lord Vishnu to instill in him devotion.
On stylistic ground this looks as a typical Kerala temple. The inner sanctorum is surrounded by a tile roofed structure. And there’s an open courtyard around the sanctorum. At the east, in front of the entrance is a granite lamp-post. Curiously enough the flag post is absent, though one can spot a hole on the floor where it ought to be.
Along the outer wall of the temple is a cloister made of granite pillars cut in cubical style. This part of the temple architecture is slightly unusual for a Kerala temple. And it seems the cloister work was never completed. The story goes that once the King of Coorg, tried to renovate this temple. When he was half way through, the Vellattiri King who owned the temple objected to the same. Thus renovation was discontinued. Even today we can see proof of the half finished renovation work.
It is an undisputed fact that Thirunelli was once an important town and pilgrim centre in the middle of inaccessible jungled valley surrounded on four sides by mountains. The copper plates of the 10th century and a few books of the later centuries convincingly prove that Thirunelli was an urban hub in South India at least from 10th century onwards. Also in the dense forest surrounding the temple, the ruins of two ancient villages can be found. Recent excavations at the time of paving roads have yielded coins of 9th and 10th centuries. There are two copper plate inscriptions pertaining to the history of Thirunelli Temple. They date back to the period of Bhaskara Ravivarma, a ruler of the Chera kingdom who lived in the 10th century. First inscription is written in 999 A.D (37th year of the rule of Bhaskara Ravivarma) and the second inscription in 1008 A.D (46th year of the rule of Bhaskara Ravivarma). The first one is regarding the allotment of the royal land in Thirunelli to the temple, to meet its expenses towards daily poojas. The second inscription deals with the procedures to be observed during the temple visit of the ruler of the Puraikeezhar Kingdom. The donor in the first inscription is Kunhikutta Varman VeeraKurumpurai who ruled Kurumbranaad. The donor in the second inscription is Sankaran Godavarman of Purakeezhar dynasty. Both the inscriptions shed light to the ruling customary practices and social relations of the time.
“UnniyachiCharitham”
“Unniyachi Charitham” is a poetical work written by Thevan Chirikumaran (Devan Sreekumaran) between 12th and 13th centuries. In this poem there is an elaborate description of Thirunelli, Papanasini and the four borders of Thirunelli. Among them 17 lines are in prose. There are two poetic stanzas each having 4 and 6 lines. It is indeed a travelogue in which the poet imagines himself as a Gandharvan interested in travel and tour. Observing the customs, it is after visiting Thrissilery temple that the Gandharva comes to Thirunelli.
Kokila Sandesham
"Kokila Sandesham" is a book written by Udhanda Sashthrikal of Kanchipuram during the 15th century. The hero of this poem lived in his house at Chendamangallur near Kochi. He happens to be airlifted from the house by some airy spirits and gets stranded at Kancheerpuramm in Tamilnadu. Then the hero entrusts a cuckoo to intimate his wife about his peril. This cuckoo on the way reaches Thirunelli to worship the Perumal in the temple. The 40th stanza of this poem describes the visit of the Cuckoo in Thirunelli Temple. The author Udhanad Sashthrikal lived from 1405 to 1475. It is certain from the descriptions about Thirunelli that the poet had personally visited the temple there.
Stone Acquaduct
During early times, water for temple use was brought from Papanasini stream. During a draught period, the wife of Chirackal Raja who was a member of the famous Vaarikkara Nayanar tharavad, came with her attendants to temple to worship. She asked the Priest some water to dissolve the sandal, which he was not able to give. Being enlightened about the water scarcity in the temple she asked her attendants to solve the problem. They found out the water source called Varaham in the thick forest. From there the water was brought, using bamboo halves for immediate use. Subsequent to her return home, she sent men and materials to construct the present stone aqueduct to bring uninterrupted water supply to the temple. The granite open channels are supported by pillars with interesting murals carved on. Even till date, cold mountain stream water gush out of this aqueduct.
Prathishta
Legend is that this temple was dedicated by Lord Brahma to propitiate Lord Vishnu. The idol is in the form of Chathurbhuja
There are numerous legends about the origin of the temple. The most interesting one is that Lord Brahma (the Creator) while traversing the world on his swan got attracted by the bewitching beauty of the area. Then he landed on a hill which is later known as Brahmagiri. Lord Brahma while walking through the hills enjoying the tranquility and serenity of the surrounding hills, saw an idol of Lord Vishnu resting on an amla tree. Brahma realized that this abode of peace is nothing but Vishnuloka. This was confirmed by a disembodied voice. Soon he installed the deity with a request to Lord Vishnu that he should remain in this area to give peace to the human souls hounded by the thought of their sins. Lord Vishnu assured that the rivers around this temple would wash away the sins of human beings during their mortal life and life after death. Brahma entrusted two pious Brahmins of the Amalaka village, its keeping. He also instructed them that everyday he himself visit the place and do service to Vishnu. The puja
(worship) in every shrine closes ordinarily at about 9 to 10 P.M. But in this shrine, where the ordinary puja is done five times, from morning till Night the priest prepares for a sixth puja before leaving the place. On opening the doors next morning he finds that all the materials for the puja have been utilised during the night. It was Lord Brahma who performed the sixth puja when the animate and inanimate objects are in deep slumber. This has been going on every day and will go on for ever. The priest before entering the temple in the morning swears thrice that he will not divulge what he sees there on opening the door, and no priest dares to give out the secret at the risk of being bitten by cobras emanating from the shrine. Lord Brahma ordained that visits and prayers at the temple would remove the sins and secure paradise. He also ordained that the performance of prayers and ceremonies would lead to the perpetual salvation of the spirits of the departed, to the world of “Pithurloka” (region of blissful spirits). It is to attain this blessing, pronounced by Brahma, pilgrimages are undertaken to the shrine.
The Gunnika temple on the western side is the abode of Lord Shiva. Thus all the members of the trinity Lord Vishnu, Lord Shiva and Lord Brahma are omnipresent here. Gunnika temple is embellished in the Kongu-Chera styles of handiworks. The belief is that, Gunnika was the abode of Lord Shiva and it was from here that he started to Kottiyur to kill Dhakshan, the father of Sathi Devi. After the ancestral rites at Pinnappara, pilgrims visit Gunnika temple also.
Location and access to temple
The Temple is located at an altitude of about 900 mts in north Wayanad in a valley surrounded by mountains and beautiful forests. The temple faces east where sun rises over the Udayagiri range. At the north is the formidable Brahmagiri Range which appears so close to the temple. You can see the trees and the undulating grass slopes of Brahmagiri from the temple compound. At the west and south are Karimala and Narinirangimala respectively.
A short walk from Thirunelli temple leads one to the clear mountain spring known as Papanasini. Pakshipathalam, an interesting trekking centre, is about 10 kms away from here.
Rituals and offerings
The flow of the pilgrims to Thirunelli Temple is not only to offer prayers but also to perform the ancestral rites called Bali. Those who do the rites have to observe penance. In Kerala it is in Thirunelli Temple, the largest number of ‘bali tharpana’ is being performed everyday.
It is desirable that those who come for ancestral rites may reach the temple on the eve itself, so that they can conveniently pay the fee at the Devaswam Counter and get the receipt. The fee is to be paid in the name of the performer and not in the name of the deceased.
When one person alone is performing the rites, it is called “oraalpindam”. But one who has remitted the fee for “oraalpindam” can do the obsequies for all the dead ancestors of the ‘tharavaad’ whom he knows and not knows. The fee for “oraalpindam” is Rs 43. This include Rs.35, the share to Thirunelli Temple and Rs.8, the share to Thrissilery Temple (for vilakkumaala). There is facility for the related family members also to sit together and do the rites along with the main performer. This is called “koottupindam”. For this the main performer (the Kaaranavar of the tharavaad) has to remit Rs.43 and each member Rs.30 each.
After getting the receipt, the performers have to stand at the temple step, taking bath. Immediately after “deepaaraadhana’ the “Vaadhayaar” (the Priest) will dictate the prayer for all those who have assembled on the step. The performers have to recite this prayer. After the prayer, they have to do “dandanamaskaara”(to prostrate, by falling down at full length) before Thirunelli Perumaal and pay the “kaanikka” (offering). With the above, the rituals to be done on the eve of ancestral rites, come to a close.
Next day without taking bath, between 6 am and 11 am, the performers have to reach the temple and collect the “bali materials” and “dharbha grass” from the special counter arranged on the northern side of the temple, showing the receipt.

After this, they head to the pond, in the sacred stream called Papanashini, located about half a kilometer away, in the forest. There, it will be waist deep water. Now take the first dip in the water, before the actual ritual starts.

On the bank of the pond stands the “Vaadhyaar” (the priest) who administers the ritual. Pilgrims line in the stream with almost ankle-deep flowing water. The ritual material collected from the temple is placed on the boulder in front, and the priest directs and administers the rituals in sequence.
Then they have to return to main temple after praying to Lord Shiva in the “Gunnika Temple”. The rituals come to a close with the reverential circumlocution around the main Temple, worship of the “Perumaal” there and receipt of the “thirmadhura Nivedyam” “theertham” and “Prasaadam”. Those who have the statues with them have to return the same in the counter. Even if one fails to reach the temple on the eve, can perform the rites, the same day, provided they arrive the temple before 11 am.Thirunelli and Thrissilery temples are closely connected. The traditional ritual is that those who perform the ancestral rites at Thirunelli Temple have to worship Lord Shiva in Thrissilery Temple and make the “Vilakkumaala Vazhipaad” there. But to everybody it is not possible. So there is facility to pay in Thirunelli Temple itself, the fee required for the above “Vazhipaad” at Thrissilery.
Trisillery temple
 - It is inextricably linked with legends and folklore to Thirunelli temple. The belief is that the Pinnappara at Thirunelli is a continuous stretch upto Thrissilery. Therefore it has been a practice that those who come to do the ancestral rites at Thirunelli, first visit Thrissilery and make a Vilakkumaala offering there. There exists an old route which traverses Narinirangi Mala to connect with Trissilery Siva temple. In earlier days, all devotees who visited Trissilery used to undertake the arduous crossing of Narinirangi mala to pay respect to lord Vishnu and Brahma at Thirunelli. That journey was very dangerous and was comparable to the hardships of early
Sabarimala pilgrimages. This temple has been well described in the prose and poetic passages of Unniyachi Charitham. In the 41st stanza of Kokila Sandesham also there is description of Thrissilery.
Kottiyur Temple
 - There are numerous rituals and beliefs that link Kottiyur and Thirunelli temples. If one treks
10 kms along the thick forest in the Brahmagiri valley in the north-west direction, he can reach Kottiyur. Now the pilgrims take the Mananthavady-Boys Town route to reach Kottiyur. Earlier, it was from Thirunelli that rice was brought to Kottiyur to meet the expenses in connection with the festival there. After the festival, the same was returned to Thirunelli Temple. Now separate celebrations are observed at Thirunelli and Kottiyur to commemorate the old customs.
HISTORY AND LEGEND OF THIRUNELLI TEMPLE
The Thirunelli Temple opens up another golden page of South Indian religious life and beliefs.
· It is one of the oldest temples of Kerala. As per folklore, Lord Brahma built the temple. The temple also has other names, like, Sahyamala Kshetram and Kashi of the South.
· There is an old artificial water channel that brings water to the temple. It helps people to understand the age of the temple. The wife of Chirackal Raja once visited the temple. When she asked for some water to dissolve the sandal, the priest was not able to provide water. The lady understood the scarcity of water at the temple and ordered her attendants to discover a water source. They found a water source, varaham, within the forest. Water was brought from the place using bamboo halves. She built the stone water channel to ensure uninterrupted water service to the shrine. This water channel has mural decoration and comes with pillars.
· Thirunelli comes from the Malayalam/ Tamil word, nelli. It means gooseberry in English and amla in Hindi. As per myth, Lord Brahma was moving around the world one day. He saw an idol of Lord Vishnu resting on an amla tree. The tree was at the Wayanad Valley. Lord Brahma installed this deity. The place was Vishnuloka, the heaven of peace. Therefore, the Thirunelli Temple was built. For this reason, people also know the temple as Amalaka Temple and Sidha Temple.
· It is also a belief that the Lord Vishnu blessed the place with sacred waters which can wash away the sins both of mortal life and life after death.
· As per myth, Lord Brahma visits the place every day. The temple performs five worships in a day. But they arrange items for sixth worship before leaving the temple at night. Every morning it is found that the puja items have been used at night. People believe that Lord Brahma has used the items for worshipping Lord Vishnu. The priests swear thrice before entering the shrine in the morning that they will not disclose what they saw inside.
· Veda Vyasa has also mentioned the temple in his book, Padma Purana.
· Another myth states that Chera king Kulasekharan made the temple. The king was in power from 767 AD to 834 AD. Then he became a saint and practised Vaishnava order. He is also the writer of Mukundamaala. The book is written in Sanskrit.
· The temple has an incomplete walkway. It is said that the Coorg king once started the renovation work at the temple. The Vellattiri king owned the temple at that time. He objected to the work and hence the walkway is incomplete.
· Locals also believe that Lord Shiva lives at the temple premises. He started his journey to Kottiyur from here to kill Dhakshan. Dhakshan was the father of Devi Sati. She was the wife of Lord Shiva.
· There is a holy rock at the temple where devotees perform the funeral rites of their ancestors. People believe the rock is actually the bone of a demon. His name was Pazhana-bhedi and he was killed by Lord Vishnu. He prayed during his death to Lord Vishnu to divide his body into three parts so that devotees could use it for offerings to the departed souls. The head is at Gaya, middle part at Godavari and feet at Thirunelli. Lord Rama and his brother Laxmana performed funeral rites of their father, King Dasaratha at this rock.
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE THIRUNELLI TEMPLE
The Thirunelli Temple is unique with its different rituals and as a treasure of historic relics.
· Only at this temple, a devotee can perform rituals from life to death and for life after death.
· The temple has three deities, Lord Vishnu, Lord Shiva and Lord Brahma. People call them trinity. There is a separate cave temple at the western side of the main temple. Lord Shiva is the presiding deity here. This is Gunnika temple. It represents Kongu-Chera style of handiworks.
· The temple showcases Kerala architectural style. The inner sanctum has a tilted roof and an open courtyard. Another feature of the temple is the granite lamp post. You can also see the hole of a flag post but the flag post is missing.
· The outer wall also has granite pillars. The pillars are cubical in shape. This part is different from the standard Kerala architecture.
· As per recent excavations, Thirunelli was an important business hub. The copper plates describe the history of the Thirunelli temple. From land allotment for the temple to details of expenses, everything is there in these plates.
· As per the inscriptions, the Kunhikutta Varman VeeraKurumpurai was the first donor for the temple construction, while the Sankaran Godavarman is the second donor.
· An elaborate description of the Thirunelli temple is also mentioned in the Unniyachi Charitham. This is a popular poetical work. The writer is Thevan Chirikumaran.
· The lord Vishnu is Chaturbhuja at the Thirunelli Temple. The Panchatheertham water tank has the marks of Lord Vishnu feet. This is known as Vishnupad.
Thirunelli Temple Timings
Pilgrims can visit the temple both in morning and evening.
· It is open from 5.30 am to 12.00 pm in the morning.
· The aarti is magical. It takes places at 11.30 am.
· At evening the temple is open from 5.30 pm to 8.00 pm.
Thirunelli Temple Food Timings
Prasadam is served after the evening prayers. You can also have meals at the temple. Visitors can also have free coffee and upma, both in morning and evening.
Dress Code at Thirunelli Temple
Devotees generally come in traditional wear. Men need to enter the temple without shirts. Leather apparels and items cannot be brought into the temple complex. Worshippers need to wear dhoti which is available at the priest office.
Festivals celebrated at Thirunelli Temple
Puthari, Chuttuvilakku, Navarathri, Shivarathri and Sreekrishnajayanthi are the major festivals of the temple.
Poojas and Rituals at Thirunelli Temple
· Ritual at the Papanasini River: Pilgrims from all over the world gather at the Thirunelli Temple to perform the ancestral rites. The rituals rake place at the banks of the river. Locals believe that the holy waters can wash away all the sins of the mortals.
· Pithrukarma: Also, there is a holy rock at the temple complex where worshippers pray for their forefathers.
· The temple also practices various customs related to the complete life cycle. Bali Tharpana, Oraalpindam are the other funeral rites that people do here.
· Another unique custom of the Thirunelli Temple is Brahmanas play musical instruments during food offerings to Lord Vishnu.
How to Reach: Road, Rail and Air
A trip to Thirunelli Temple is just not a pilgrimage but an immemorial journey through the Wayanad Valley. The place is easily accessible as it is a tourist hotspot. If you are coming from outside Wayanad, you can come from Calicut. The route from Calicut passes three cities, which are, Thamarasserry, Kalpetta and Mananthavady.
By Air: The Calicut International Airport is the nearest airport to the Thirunelli Temple. Another name for the airport is Karipur airport. This airport is at 161 kms from the Thirunelli Temple. Tourists can book cars directly to the temple. You can also use the Bangalore route to reach Thirunelli Temple. After reaching the Bangalore International Airport, tourists need to come to Mysore. From here proceed to Thirunelli via Hunsur and Nagarhole. The temple lies at 280 kms from Bangalore airport and 121 kms from Mysore.
By Rail: The nearest railhead to the temple is also at Calicut. From the railway station, tourists first need to reach Mananthavady and then to Thirunelli. There are many taxi and bus available from the station. The distance from Calicut to Mananthavady is 137 km if you are coming through the Koyileri – Mananthavady road. You can also take the 4th mile – Mananthavady road to reach the temple, but the distance is more; 141 kms.
The next nearest railway station to the temple is Mysore railway station. This is at 121 kms from the shrine.
By Road: You can enjoy the most if you are travelling to Thirunelli Temple via road. There are various ways in which you can reach the Thirunelli Temple via roadways.
From Calicut: After an hour journey from Calicut through the National Highway 212, you start climbing the hairpin slopes. There are 9 hairpin bends and the last bend gives a breathtaking view of all the Calicut valleys. You pass through the Vythiri and Chundale towns and then comes Kalpetta. This is the headquarters of the Wayanad district. From here you turn 2 kms left to the Mananthavady town.
From Kannur: The temple is 121 kms from Kannur. You can get a glimpse of the simple lifestyle of the locals as you pass the small towns of Koothuparamba, Nedumpoyil, Periya, Thalappuzha and Mananthavady to reach the temple. Moreover, there is a shorter through from Kannur. This route takes you through Kelakam, Kottiyur, Boy’s Town and Manathavady.
From Mananthavady: From this medium town, tourists head towards the Mysore Road, which is just at 10 kms. Then from Kattikulam tourists ride through a dense forest area till Thettu Road junction. This is an 8 kms ride to the junction and again a 13 kms ride to the temple. This path is idle for wildlife lovers, as bison, jumbo monkeys, peacocks and dear more around freely in the jungle.
From Kerala- Karnataka Border: From this place you need to ride till the Mananthavady road. After driving for almost 7.4 kms you will reach the Thetturoad Junction. Take a U-turn to reach the temple, which is 13 kms from the junction.
Renovation :
Parts of the temple including sanctum sanctorum is being renovated. Renovation activities can be seen on one side of the temple where sculpted stones and beautiful wood carvings are under preparation.
CHAPTER – IV
DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 
TABLE NO.4.1
GENDER
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Male
	15
	30

	Female
	35
	70

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.1
GENDER

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.1 shows that out of 50 respondents 70% of the respondents are male and rest of the 70% are females. It is clear from the table the majority of the visitors in this temple is females.



TABLE NO.4.2
AGE
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Below 25
	10
	20

	25 – 35 
	5
	10

	35 - 45
	15
	30

	Above 45
	20
	40

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.2
AGE

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.2 shows that 40% of the respondents are belong to above 45 years. 30% of the respondents are from 35 to 45 years. 20% of the respondents are belonging to the age group of below 25 years. Rest of the 10% of the respondents is from the age group of 25 to 35 years.



TABLE NO.4.3
SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEMPLE
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Friends/Relatives
	25
	50

	Newspaper
	12
	24

	Magazines
	3
	6

	Online
	4
	8

	Others
	6
	12

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.3
SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOUT THE TEMPLE

INTERPRETATION
From the analysis it is clear that out of the 50 respondents 50% of the respondents came to know about this temple from their friends and relatives. 24% of the respondents came to know from newspaper, 6% from magazines, 8% from online and rest of the 12% came to know about the temple from other sources.




TABLE NO.4.4
PURPOSE OF VISIT
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Worship
	30
	60

	Leisure
	5
	10

	Others
	15
	30

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.4
PURPOSE OF VISIT

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.4 shows that 60% of the respondents visit the place because of their worship, 30% visit as leisure trip and rest of the 10% visit because of other purposes.







TABLE NO.4.5
ACCOMPANIED BY
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Family members
	26
	52

	Friends
	20
	40

	Others
	4
	8

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.5
ACCOMPANIED BY

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.5 shows that 52% of the respondents visit the place with their family members, 40% visit with friends and rest of the 8% visit with others.






TABLE NO.4.6
MODE OF TRANSPORT
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	By Bus
	14
	28

	Train
	8
	16

	Own vehicle
	26
	52

	Others
	2
	4

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.5
WHOM YOU VISITED THE TEMPLE

INTERPRETATION
Out of 50 respondents 52% of the respondents visited the place by their own vehicle. 28% of the respondents visit the place by bus, 16% visit by train and rest of them visit by other mode of transport.





TABLE NO.4.7
FREQUENCY OF VISIT
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Always
	18
	36

	Occasionally
	17
	34

	Rarely
	15
	30

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.5
FREQUENCY OF VISIT

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.7 shows that out of 50 respondents 36% of the respondents visit the temple always. 34% of the respondents visit occasionally and remaining 30% visit rarely the temple.




TABLE NO.4.8
AWARE ABOUT THE MYTHS AND LEGEND OF THE TEMPLE
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Well aware
	20
	40

	Slightly aware
	25
	50

	Not aware
	5
	10

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.8
AWARE ABOUT THE MYTHS AND LEGEND OF THE TEMPLE

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.8 show that 50% of the respondents slightly aware about the myths and legend of the temple. 40% of the respondents well aware about the myths and legend of the temple and rest of the 10% not ware about the myths and legend of the temple.




TABLE NO.4.9
AWARE BOUT THE OFFERING AVAILABLE IN THE TEMPLE
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Well aware
	20
	40

	Slightly aware
	10
	20

	Not aware
	20
	40

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.9
AWARE KNOW ABOUT THE OFFERING AVAILABLE IN THE TEMPLE

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.9 show that 40% of the respondents well aware about the offering available in the temple.20% of the respondents slightly aware about it and rest of the 40% not ware about the offering available in the temple.




TABLE NO.4.10
TIME LIKE TO VISIT THE TEMPLE
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Morning
	26
	52

	Evening
	24
	48

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.10
TIME LIKE TO VISIT THE TEMPLE

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.10 shows that 52% of the respondents want to visit the temple in the morning. Remaining 48% of the respondents want to visit the temple in the evening.






TABLE NO.4.11
OPINION ABOUT THE AMENITIES AVAILABLE IN THE TEMPLE
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Highly satisfied
	29
	58

	Satisfied
	15
	30

	Not satisfied
	6
	12

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.11
OPINION ABOUT THE AMENITIES AVAILABLE IN THE TEMPLE

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.11 shows that 58% of the respondents are highly satisfied with the amenities available in the temple. 30% of the respondents satisfied and rest of the 12% not satisfied with the amenities available in the temple.



TABLE NO.4.12
OPINION ABOUT THE ASSISTANCEOF TEMPLE PERSONS
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Highly satisfied
	35
	70

	Satisfied
	15
	30

	Not satisfied
	0
	0

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.12
OPINION ABOUT THE ASSISTANCE OF TEMPLE PERSONS

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.12 shows that 70% of the respondents are highly satisfied with the assistance of temple persons. 30% of the respondents satisfied and none of them are dissatisfied with the assistance of the temple persons.



TABLE NO.4.13
OPINION ABOUT THE CLEANLINESS OF THE POND OF 
THIRUNNELI TEMPLE
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Highly satisfied
	26
	52

	Satisfied
	20
	40

	Not satisfied
	4
	8

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.13
OPINION ABOUT THE CLEANLINESS OF THE POND OF 
THIRUNNELI TEMPLE

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.13 shows that out of 50 respondents 52% of the respondents say that they are highly satisfied with the cleanliness of the pond, 40% of the respondents satisfied and rest of the 8% not satisfied with the statement.

TABLE NO.4.14
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE PRASADM OF THE TEMPLE
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Yes
	45
	90

	No
	0
	0

	Not sure
	5
	10

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.14
WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE PRASADM OF THE TEMPLE

INTERPRETATION
From the table it is clear that 90% of the respondents like to have prasadam of the temple.10% of the respondents are not sure about it. 




TABLE NO.4.15
EVER ATTEND THE FESTIVAL  OF
THIRUNNELLI TEMPLE
	Category
	No of respondents
	Percentage

	Yes
	22
	44

	No
	28
	56

	Total
	50
	100


Source: Primary data
CHART NO.4.15
EVER ATTEND THE FESTIVAL OF
THIRUNNELLI TEMPLE

INTERPRETATION
Table no.4.15 shows that out of 50 respondents 56% never see the Festival of Thirunnelli temple. Rest of the 44% of the respondents attends festival of the temple. 


CHAPTER – V
FINDINGS, SUGGESTIONS AND CONCLUSION
5.1 FINDINGS
· From the gender wise classification of respondents it is seen that majority of respondents are female
· Age wise classification of respondents show majority of respondents are in the age group of above 45
· The source of information about the temple shows majority of respondents came to know through friends and relatives
· The purpose of the visit of the respondents show that majority of respondents came here for workshop.
· Frequency of visit to the temple shows that majority of respondents visit temple always.
· 40% of respondents are well aware about the myth and legend of the temple.
· Majority of the respondents are aware about the offerings of the temple.
· 52% of respondents like to visit the temple on morning.
· 58% of respondents are highly satisfied with the amenities available in the temple.
· 70% of respondents are highly satisfied with the assistance of temple person.
· 52% of respondents are highly satisfied with the cleanliness of the pond of the temple
· 90% of respondents like to have Prasadam of the temple.
· Majority of the respondents have not ever attended the festival of the temple




5.2 SUGGESTIONS

· The government or tourism authorities must provide proper signage facilities to the temple and nearby destinations

· Adequate number of waste bins must be installed for keeping the temple premises clean

· To promote security services to the destination

· More Information centres must be installed in the region to assist the tourist visiting the destinations.

· A website or social media page in the name of the temple must be created providing details regarding prayer times, festivals and offerings

· The tourism authority should use proper marketing techniques to promote the destination all over the world to initialize the arrival of international tourist and maintain or increase the domestic tourist arrival

· The medias such as internet, magazines, newspapers, journal, television etc. should be used properly for the marketing of the Thirunelli temple 







5.3 CONCLUSION
Pilgrimage tourism plays a very important role in Indian tourism as well as tourism in Kerala. India is a country with a lot of temple from that most of them belongs to ancient period. The South Indian state of India i.e. Kerala, known as God’s own country also have many pilgrimage destinations too. Every temples, mosques and churches have its own specialty.
People believe that Lord Brahma worships Perumal in the temple on the wee hours every day, hence the head  priest of the temple leaves a fresh quantity of worshiping materials required for pooja in the temple before closing the temple at night. The name of the place too is derived from this legend – Thirunelli means the holy gooseberry in Malayalam. The reference to the Sahyamalaka temple, in the beautiful Sahya Valley can be seen in many ancient Puranas and Hindu texts.
It is a stream that originates from the Brahmagiri Hills which later joins River Kalindi. It is almost 400 mtrs away from the temple, on itswestern side. Literally it means, extinguisher of sins. It is believed that River Ganga and River Saraswathi join in Papanasini. Therefore Papanasini is called the Southern Kashi. A ritual dip in Papanasini is believed to wash one away, of all worldly sins committed in a life time. If we immerse the ashes of the dead in Papanasini, it is equivalent to that of doing Karmas(Rituals ) in Gaya. At Papanasini there is a sacred rock called Pinnappara where ritual offerings to the spirits of the departed are made (known as bali). People believe that Parasurama, the famous incarnation of Lord Vishnu visited Thirunelli and performed last rites at the death of his father sage Jamadagni. He also took immersion in the Papanasini to wipe away sins committed owing to the annihilation of Kshatriyas.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

1. GENDER		
a) 
28

b) Male		
c) Female

2. Age 		:	
a) 
b) Below 25		
c) – 35
d) 35 – 45		
e) Above 45 


3. How did you come to know about the Temple?
a) 
b) Friends / Relatives
c) News papers
d) Magazines
e) Online
f) Others 


4. What is the purpose of your visit?
a) 
b) Worship
c) Leisure
d) Others 
5. 

6. With whom you visited the temple?
a) 
b) Family members
c) Friends
d) Others 
7. 

8. How did you come to the Temple?
a) 
b) By bus
c) Train
d) Own vehicle
e) Others
9. 

10. How often you visit the Temple?
a) 
b) Always 
c) Occasionally
d) Rarely
11. 


12. Do you know about the myths and legend of the Temple?
a) 
b) Well aware
c) Slightly aware
d) Not aware
13. 

14. Do you know about the offerings available in the Temple?
a) 
b) Well aware
c) Slightly aware
d) Not aware
15. 

16. At which time do you like to visit the Temple?
a) 
b) Morning 
c) Evening 
17. 

18. What is your opinion about the amenities available in the temple?
a) 
b) Highly satisfactory
c) Satisfactory
d) Not satisfactory
19. 

20. What is your opinion about the assistance of Temple persons?
a) 
b) Highly satisfactory
c) Satisfactory
d) Not satisfactory


21. What is your opinion about the cleanliness of the pond of Thirunnelli Temple?
a) 
b) Highly satisfactory
c) Satisfactory
d) Not satisfactory

22. Would you like to have Prasadam of the Temple?
a) 
b) Yes
c) No
d) Not sure 


23. Have you ever attended the festival of Thirunneli Temple?
a) Yes			b) No



Percentage	Male	Female	30	70	Percentage	Below 25	25 – 35 	35 - 45	Above 45	20	10	30	40	Percentage	Friends/Relatives	Newspaper	Magazines	Online	Others	50	24	6	8	12	Percentage	Worship	Leisure	Others	60	10	30	Percentage	Family members	Friends	Others	52	40	8	Percentage	By Bus	Train	Own vehicle	Others	28	16	52	4	Percentage	Always	Occasionally	Rarely	36	34	30	Percentage	Well aware	Slightly aware	Not aware	40	50	10	Percentage	Well aware	Slightly aware	Not aware	40	20	40	Percentage	Morning	Evening	52	48	Percentage	Highly satisfied	Satisfied	Not satisfied	58	30	12	Percentage	Highly satisfied	Satisfied	Not satisfied	70	30	0	Percentage	Highly satisfied	Satisfied	Not satisfied	52	40	8	Percentage	Yes	No	Not sure	90	0	10	Percentage	Yes	No	44	56	56
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